
A new video is now available 
from your BCA State Office, 
which captures the life and 
ministry of people in the 
Pilbara WA. From gold 
prospectors to graziers, from 
BHP workers to young mums, 
the video explores issues close 
to the heart for Christians 
living in the North West of 
Australia. Hear from the field 
staff at Newman and Port 
Hedland on this life changing 
ministry among everyday 
Aussies. The video cassette 
contains a new BCA 
introduction and song with 
thought provoking and 
inspiring interviews with 
outback families. Suitable for 
church services, mission 
updates, small groups and 
Christian education courses on 
mission and ministry among 
Australians. 



A BAPTISM OP FIRE! 

(above and below) Pilbara WA. 

Anival in 40 degree heat! 
Being told as you are leaving Perth 
for Port Hedland that the son of a 

parishioner has died and that your first public 
act as minister of the parish will be to 
conduct a funeral at which there will be over 
300 people attending! 

Conducting the graveside service in 
overcast and strong wind conditions! To 
hear on the news once you have been there 
for 24 hours that there is a cyclone off 
Broome heading down the coast and could 
hit Port Hedland! 

Quickly learning about cyclone shutters, 
cyclones alerts and information services! 

Having to meet a new Assistant Bishop 
(Bernard Buckland) and Archdeacon (Bill 
Ross) and be inducted into the Parish within 
three hours of meeting them. 

To preach your first sermon on the day 
after the funeral and in near-cyclonic 
conditions! 

Yes, this is the life of BCA missionaries 
in places like Port Hedland. Certainly a 
baptism of fire! But we survived. The 

Continued next page 

Rev Ian and Mrs Margaret Forsyth (insert). (Beiow) Church at South Hediand. 

cyclone missed us as it went parallel to the 
coast and eventually fizzled out when it got 
nearer Carnarvon, but it was classified as a 
"near cyclone" and we reached blue alert 
stage with lots of rain and strong winds. 

But it needs to be kept in mind that THIS 
BCA missioner is a retired NSW Magistrate 
and that he and his wife are not young, 
leaving their children and five beautiful 
grandchildren (with two more expected 
soon) and going 4,000 kilometres away to 
the other side of the country; leaving their 
home, family, relatives, car, church and 
friends to go out to an unknown place to 
minister God's word there for four years. No 
doubt many people would think we are crazy, 
but, having been psychologically examined 
as part of my BCA candidature, I have a 
piece of paper that says I am not. We are 
convinced that we are here because of God's 
call on our lives. I think that I have been 
resisting His call for some time, but to obey 
it in the latter years of our lives many think 
is a big thing. 

At the request of the Bishop, I have 
become involved in the work of the Mission 
to Seamen at Port Hedland, and this has 
necessitated induction courses to obtain 
permits to be on the wharves in the area, and 
have visited the Detention Centre for Illegal 
Immigrants, which is also located in Port 
Hedland. Margaret has indulged in her great 
passion and has joined a craft group that 
meets once a week. 

We have commitments for the year that 
will require us to attend Wickham, 
Parabudoo, Newman, Marble Bar and 
Kalbarri (for Synod), and intend to visit Ray 
and Betty Lou Molyneaux at Broome and 
Ron (Rector, Shark Bay) and Leslie 
Campbell. By year's end we will have seen 
a lot of the diocese, as we have already 
visited Geraldton, Bluff Point, Northampton 
and Dongara and visited with clergy in three 
of those places. 
The Real Australian 

Iron ore ship at Port Hedland. 
So, what are our first reactions to the 

location. Having lived for a number of years 
in towns in Western New South Wales we 
are NOT disappointed with the towns. They 
are just what we expected. The main 
difference is that, because water is so 
expensive, lawn is a rarity, so everything is 
brown - not just from the iron ore dust -
because the brown, dry expanse runs for 
hundreds of kilometres. The locals tell us 
how green it is, and when you look, you can 
see greenness butnotto theextentof the east 
coast. The area is still part of the Great 
Sandy Desert after all. 

Yes, it has been a great move from the 
stability of our lives in Sydney, and it has 
been a baptism of fire, but in all this, God is 
working, in our lives, in the lives of our 
family, and in the parishioners so that all of 
us can work together for his glory. 

• We urge you to pray for us, as this is a 
very new experience for us both. 

• Pray also for Port and South Hedland 
congregations, that with them we may share 
the good news of Jesus. 

• And pray for our families back in the 
greater Sydney area, and that some of them 
might come to terms with what we have 
done, leaving them and moving so far away. 

Rev. Ian and Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
Prayer notes Day 5 
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A day in the 
Pitlands 

o this fellow knocks on the door and 
asks for Coca Cola. Paul knows he 
wants it to go with some rum, but 

doesn't say anything. So Jane asks him, 
"Why do you want Coca Cola?" He thinks 
quick and says, "indigestion," she makes 
him drink a glass of bi-carb soda and a glass 
of milk. Later he says to me, 'That crazy 
cunga (woman), she try to poison me!" 

Its funny but tragic. The whole of the 
Pitjantjatjara lands, is supposed to be dry. 
The story was told to us by Rennis the 
mechanic. He 
sees the humour 
but feels the 
tragedy. This is 
Indulkana, about 
280k's from 
CooberPedyand 
on this trip, our 
last stop on a 
patrol of nearly 
2,000 k's. 

S c h o o l : 
Arrive about 
lunch time so we 
can eat in the 
staff room with 
the teachers. 
Today they are 
subdued following the drink related death of 
a former Aboriginal Education Worker. 

COVER STORY 

Death has become a theme for us on this trip. 
This is one of only two schools in the 

lands where we are invited to teach. Christian 
staff opened the doors. In some schools we 
are welcome for a chat and a cuppa with the 
staff. In others the principal clearly would 
prefer us not to call. 

Religious Instruction goes well. The kids 
love to sing and the staff seem to enjoy it too. 

One teacher at 
first objected to 
RI but has now 
become a 
supporter. 

Cynthia's 
House: Visit a 
teacher who is 
Aboriginal but 
not Anangu 
(Pitjantjatjara). 
It took several 
visits before 
Cynthia started 
to talk to us 
about her 
expe r i ence . 
Today she is off 

work with back trouble. 
Continued next page 
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A Day in the Pitlands Continued 
Community Office: Visit Karen, the new 

Community Development Officer 
(Manager). She is the third in just over a 
year, and a woman, which is unusual. We 
also met Robert, a new community 
bookkeeper. He might be a prospect for 
some home meetings, but we have since 
heard that they have already left. 

Clinic: Meet Daryl, a new Anangu 
supervisor who used to be in the Coober 
Pedy library. He seems shy at first but then 
pleased to be remembered, and introduces 
us to his family. Kate, a nursing sister tells 
us she is about to leave. We have only just 
begun to get to know her, a common problem 
in the lands. We are sad to to learn that the 
other sister is away. We missed her last time 
too and she is a Christian lady who has had 
a tragedy in her family. 

Maria: Rennis is having a long day at the 
workshop but Maria his wife tells us over a 
cuppa, about the death of his mother. Their 
grandson Anthony lives with them and 
introduces us to his pet rabbit Stewy. 

Jon & Cheryl: Its dark when we reach 
our hosts, who we feel are becoming good 
friends. Jon is a relief teacher and Cheryl 
manages the Arts centre. We had hoped that 
there would be a home meeting tonight, but 
it hasn't come off. However there are many 
frustrations living in a community like this 
and we talk till late - Denise and Cheryl until 
very late. We sleep well feeling glad that we 
came. 

Rev. Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell 
Prayer notes Day 13. 
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This is a very special term that children 
of remote and rural Australia see as 
applying to themselves. It applies to 

those who have grown up in a very special 
part of our beautiful country. They are the 
children, youth, of the great Australian bush. 

In chapter 19, verses 13 to 15, Matthew 
records the story of Jesus and the children. 
"Then little children were brought to Jesus 
for him to place his hands on them and pray 
for them. But the disciples rebuked those 
who brought them. Jesus said, "Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these." (NIV). 

Much of the work and ministry of BCA is 
among children. Jesus loves children greatly, 
and wants to touch their lives. In many ways 
we become His hands in that loving process. 

Recently I had the privilege of meeting 
some of these very special children. 

Bush 
Children 

I was able to spend a couple of days with 
Neville and Margaret Coombs, 
houseparents, at BCA House, Broken Hill. 
They currently have 21 young people in 
their care. A large number of them come 
from Cameron's Corner, where the state 
borders of NSW, QLD and S A all meet. 

After compulsory homework time and 
clean up after the evening meal, many of 
them sat down and watched the current 

Margaret and Neville Coombs with 
"bush children" and Rev Owen Thomas 

SA Secretary (top). 

episode of "Home and Away." 
Life for them at Broken Hill is very 

different from the Distance Education that 
they received at home. The children at BCA 
House, come from towns like Tibooburra, 
Wilcannia, White Cliffs andMenindee. They 
come into Broken Hill stay at BCA House 
and attend a selection of local schools in the 
city. Margaret and Neville have a wonderful 
ministry with these children helping them in 
a "home away from home environment." It 
is certainly appreciated by parents on the 
outlying stations. 

Later in the week I met up with Don and 
Helen Wilson at Wilcannia, and travelled up 
to White Cliffs for a scripture class at the 
local one teacher school in the town of some 
150 people (depending on the season of the 
year). Don is a great song leader and he had 
the whole class (eight children ranging in 
age from infants to year six) up singing and 
acting out the Butterfly Song. Their voices 
filled the room as we sang "Thank you Jesus 

Jesus said, "Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these." Mathew 19:13-15 (NIV) 

for making me, me." 
Each one of them was so special. It was 

wonderful to see young Shellie, in year six, 
keen to learn the memory verse that "God is 
fair and just". The older children helped the 
younger ones arrange balloons in the right 
order to show the verse. Their teacher was 
so keen that she also took a class photo. 

Let us keep on praying for all the children 
that are cared for under the umbrella of 
BCA. May we keep on bringing the children 
of the nation to Jesus in every way that we 
possibly can, for each one is so precious to 
him. 

Mr Ric Bollen 
- NSW Development Officer 

White Cliff's children. 



Justice and the Dry 
Desert Sands 

I n September 1994 the W.A, Attorney 
General, Mrs Cheryl Edwards ML A, 
announced that the government was 

planning a work camp for young 
offenders. To quote from the government's 
own literature: 

"The Work Camp program is designed to 
target young offenders who might otherwise 
be sentenced to a period of imprisonment or 
detention. Typically those who have been 
convicted of breaking and entering and theft 
of cars resulting in high speed car chases 
would be identified as suitable for a work 
camp sentence. Offenders will serve four 
months at the work camp. The Work Camp 
program is being developed around the 
principle that some young offenders need a 
period of time within a highly structured and 

disciplined environment which emphasises 
the development of self-control, positive 
values and attitudes and appropriate work 
skills.' 

When I first heard of the idea I thought it 
was a positive step forward in attempting to 
help these young people who would normally 
be placed in the prison system and return to 
society as better criminals rather than better 
contributors. When it was announced that 
they were going to place this camp in the 
middle of Parish of the North Eastern 
Goldfields I was ecstatic and wrote to the 
Attorney General to commend her for her 
decision and to offer my services as chaplain 
to both the detainees and staff members. She 
took me up on the offer. The camp opened at 

The Gaulton family at Leinster WA. 

the beginning of 
1995 with its first 
detainees. It now 
has sixteen young 
adult detainees in 
residence with six 
having gone 
through the 
system and been 
released. The 
camp is capable of 
holding thirty 
detainees at atime 
(early days yet). 

The detainees 
are not allowed any visitors during their four 
month stay at the camp so the only 'outsider' 
to visit is me. I praise God that I have been 
accepted without reservation by the staff 
who have given me total freedom on my 
visits to talk with the detainees, even to the 
point of interrupting their work program to 
chat with the chaplain. On three separate 
occasions I have been greeted on my arrival 
at the camp by frazzled staff members. Once 
I was greeted with, "Oh Chaplain, your timing 
is perfect, they're in there," pointing to the 
recreation room as they, the staff, headed in 
the opposite direction. I moved towards the 
rec room with fear and trepidation (praying 
frantically for guidance). The result was a 
very in depth discussion about the claims of 
Christ with the detainees. Not every visit has 
been so positive but the opportunities to 
reach these young lives for Jesus are God 
given. I praise God for so working in the 
hearts and minds of the State Government for 
bringing about the opportunity and challenge 
of this exciting ministry. Please pray that 
God will indeed cause streams of living water 
to flow in the desert of these young hearts. 
Jesus is the answer. 

Rev Les Gaulton 
Prayer notes day 11 

The Real Australian . 

SHORT STOPS 
Brian Carter Mission update 

BCA sponsors Brian Carter in a ministry 
providing education and consultation for 
parish mission and ministry for Rural 
Parishes. 

His current projects include; 
* Performing a diagnostic consultation in 
the parish of Binda. 
* Evangelism and lay ministry seminars in 
Gunning and Lochardt/The Rock. 

If your parish could benefit from his 
services, contact Brian on (06) 299 8210. 

Ruth Perry was given a wonderful surprise 
birthday present by her sons on her 70th 
birthday, a two hour ride on a Harley 
Davidson motor bike in the hills. 

Since 1963 Ruth has been an active BCA 
supporter, serving on the State Committee 
and as a member of the auxiliary. Along 
with her husband Merv she is a keen BCA 
coach tourer. 

PHOTO - Just leaving. Ruth Perry on her 
70th Birthday. 



O Lord our God, Help us to remember those 
who live in the remote parts of our land. 
We ask you to strengthen and encourage all 
whose ministries are supported by the Bush 
Church Aid Society. Refresh them in times of 
discouragement and loneliness and call others 
to stand with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry of the 
Word and Sacraments, through medical work, 
through service and by caring for the young, the 
message of your redeeming love may be 

proclaimed, and 
accepted by the 
people throughout 
our land. We ask these 
things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Amen. 

Pray 
for 

our staff 

Diocese of NorthernTerritory - Bishop Richard Appleby PF3V 
1. Anglicare Director - Mr Peter and Mrs Lynne Fisher 
2. Tennant Creek - Rev Tom and Mrs Carol Williams fOF 

Diocese of North West Australia - Bishop Tony Nichols 
3. Kununurra - Rev John and Mrs Dianne Symons niir ^tsiff 
4. Derby - vacant 
5. Newman - Rt Rev Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland 
6. Hedland - Rev Ian and Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
7. Karratha - vacant 
8. Wickham - Archdeacon Bill and Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
9. Paraburdoo/Tom Price - Rev Neil and Mrs Anthea Walthew 
10. Mt Magnet (Murchison) - Rev Phillip and Mrs Margaret Bassett 
11. Leinster (NE Goldfields) -Rev Les and Mrs Jenny Gaulton 
12. Geraldton - (Ministry Training) Rev Neil and Mrs Carmen Ellis 
13. Coober Pedy - Rev Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell 
14. Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission - Rev Ian and Mrs Glenda McGrath 
15. Leigh Creek - awaiting restructuring of parish 
16. Cook: Bp Kirkby Memorial Hospital - Sr Joyce Kennedy 

Diocese of Riverina - Bishop Bruce Clark 
17. Broken Hill BCA House - Mr Neville and Mrs Margaret Coombs 
18. Wilcannia - Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 

Diocese of Tasmania -
19. Queenstown (West Coast) - Rev David and Mrs Trudy Sharman 

Diocese of Armidale - Bishop Peter Chiswell 
20. Lightning Ridge - Rev Geoff and Mrs Catherine Hearne 
21. Walgett - Rev Clive and Mrs Vivienne Robinson 

Diocese of Brisbane - Archbishop Peter Hollingworth 
22. Quilpie - Rev Terry and Mrs Sherry Leonard 

Diocese of Rockhampton - Bishop George Hearn 
23. Winton - Rev Geoff and Mrs Gill Bransgrove 
24. Blackwater - Rev Peter and Mrs Jeanette Blundell 

Diocese of Bathurst - Bishop Bruce Wilson 
25. Forbes St John's BCA House - Mr Robert and Mrs Dawn Allen 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ministry 
26. Cairns: St Lukes - Rev Jim and Mrs Lala Leftwich 

Nungalinya College - Miss Elizabeth Caldwell 
27. Bimbadeen College - Mr Denis and Mrs Maureen Atkinson 

Furneaux Islands -Rev Donald Moffat, Diocese of Tasmania 
28. Acting Hon Secretary for W.A. - Rev Fred Buchanan 

State Secretary for S.A. - Rev Owen Thomas, Mrs Aila Alderson 
State Secretary forVic and Tas. - Rev Brian Viney, Ms Margo Bright 

29. State Secretary for NSW - Rev Greg Thompson, Mr Ric Bollen, Mrs 
Sue Brendish 
State Secretary for Qld and Northern NSW - Rev Les Monaghan, Mrs Dianne 
Harris, Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

30. Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Jacqueline Griffiths, 
Mrs Michele Peacock, Ms Barbara Howard 

The 
BCA 
Prayer 

Our 
Mission 
Field 

If you'd like more details for prayer, send for our FREE quarterly prayer notes, (see reply page). 



BCA COACH TOURS 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
AUGUST 31- smtmstn 

Due to popular demand, we are planning 
another fabulous BCA coach tour - this time 
to visit our field staff at Roxby Downs 
(McGraths), Coober Pedy (Rothwells), 
Ceduna (Thomas's) and Cook Hospital 
(Kennedy's). 

Travel is with Banksia Tours and your 
hosts are: Rev. Owen Thomas and Aila 
Alderson. 

Beginning in Adelaide on Saturday 31 
August, and visiting Hawker, Blinman (Leigh 
Creek parish), Wilpena, Quorn, Pt Augusta, 
Woomera, Roxby Downs Andamooka, 
Olympic Dam, William Creek, Coober Pedy, 
Minnipa, Ceduna, Nundroo, Cook Hospital, 
Great Australian Bight (whales?), Streaky 
Bay, Elliston, Pt Lincoln, Tumby Bay, 
Cowell, Whyalla, Gladstone (hopefully see 
Bishop David McCall and his wife Marion), 
Clare and back to Adelaide. 

All inclusive tour costs - $1400 per person 
twin share. 

Forabrochure with furtherdetails, please 
contact the BCA Office on: (08) 212 7804 

Wow!! What an experience!! 

NSW S BRISBANE 
0CT03lTt22-mvmm6 

Visit our missioners in the rural 
outback .... enjoy Sydney, Canberra, 
Mildura and Broken Hill. 

16 days, beginning at Tamworth 
picking up passengers on the way to 
Brisbane, Port Macquarie, Sydney, 
returning passengers to pickup points, 
Canberra, Bimbadeen, Mildura, Broken 
Hill, Wilcannia and back to Tamworth 
and up to Brisbane. 

Cost of this great tour is $1500 per 
person twin share. 

For more information contact BCA 
Bush 'n City Tours, Telephone (07) 
3349 9081. 

Booking Details: Bookings may be made 

by mail/telephone or fax. All passengers are 
required to complete a Booking Form, which 
will be posted to you and may be mailed 
back with $100 deposit. 

FORMER BCA STAFF PHOTOS SOUGHT 
Missing photo list May 1996 
KNOX MissL 
LANG or LONG Miss 
LANGTREE 
LAWTEY 
LEARY 
LUCK 
LUNDIE 
LUXMORE 
MACKAY 
McMAHON 
MADDERN 
MANNING 
MATHEWS 
MATHEWS 
MELLOR 
MILLER 
MITCHELL 
MOODY 
MORRIS 

MissE 
MissF 
MissM 
Rev.L 
Sr.A 
MissB 
Sr.E 
Rev. A 
Sr. P 
MissS 
MissE 
Mr Bertie 
Mr&MrsN 
MissM 
Rev.W 
MissG 
Sister 

Wilcannia 
Wilcannia 
Ceduna/Penong 
Wentworth Falls/Ceduna 
Cook/Ceduna 
Cann River 
Giroajinalong 
Head Office 
Wudinna 
Quorn 
Ceduna/Tarcoola 
Head Office/Ceduna 
Willochra 
No information 
Mungindi/Broken Hill 
Ceduna/Penong 
Menindie/Wilcannia 

1947-48 
1923 
1951-55 
1948-54 
1962-64 
1954-57 
1929-31 
1932-43 
1966-68 
1963-66 
1944-46 
1924-29 
1926-27 
1948-49 
1961-64 
1939-44 
1950-55 

Ceduna/Wudinna 1937,1943-45-48 
Ceduna 1928-30 



After eleven years in Northampton, 
and nine years in Broome, it was 
quite a change to come back to the 

bush. You may not think of Newman as 
'Bush', but in a very few kms you are right in 
it, I can assure you. It is great to get back to 
old haunts. I first came up the inland road 
when I was rector of the Murchison, living 
at Mt Magnet, and I was responsible for all 
the area up to Roy Hill and Jigalong. 
Newman in those days was a collection of 
tents near the old homestead. Today it is a 
modern town with street lighting and sealed 
roads, and a supermarket, too! 

Being Rector at Marble Bar in the 
Newman Parish is a privilege. Not only is 
the title rather glamorous, but the people are 
great. Even when the air-conditioner is not 
working in the church, they still turn up and 
the worship and fellowship is wonderful. 

The Shire of East Pilbara provides first 
class accommodation, and it's fun in the 
school classes too. Besides that, its only 289 
kms away, and I can often get up to 90 kph 
on the roads. I was there for Christmas Eve, 
the first time anyone could remember a 
Christmas Eve Service. Coralie and I had 
gone first to Port Hedland on Saturday 23rd, 
so we could celebrate Christmas commun-
ion for the Hedland folk (Their new rector 
Ian Forsyth, and his wife, Margaret, were 
not inducted until February 2). So after serv-
ices in St Peter's on Sunday morning we set 
off for Marble Bar, only 190 km, and only 50 
km of that is gravel - and even that is good. 
We had time for afternoon rest, then 7.30 pm 
Christmas Communion. There were 14 of 
us, and three of these I had not seen at 
worship before. It was a great service, and an 
offering that reflected the commitment of 

(Left) On the road in Newman. (Right) Bishop 
Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland. 
(Above) Marble Bar. 
the congregation of St Hugh's, which caused 
the wardens eyes to open wide in delight. 
We left straight after service about 8.50 pm, 
for Newman. 

Marvellous! Each hour when we stopped 
for a break and a drink, we could watch the 
progress of the stars, and marvel at God's 
creation there for us to enjoy! We saw two 
other cars, both in the confines of Nullagine 
town, and we were home about 1.20 am. 

Not bad! And with Newman service at 
8.00 am (We had 55,) there was time for a 
good sleep - well four hours at least. 

Sadly, the Telfer ministry has ceased, 
with the new "fly in, fly out" policy. I was 
there for their Christmas Service, too - we 
had no organist, and a lot of hilarity with the 
problem of taped music - there were ten of 
us. Pray for those men of the Telfer Chris-
tian fellowship,because the new arrange-
ments mean that only two or three can meet. 

Bamboo Creek mine closed in January, 

so no more visits there for a while. This is 
sad, because we did enjoy our times there, 
and the scenery is marvellous. 

In Newman there is Bible Study and at the 
moment we are learning one to one evange-
lism. 

There are weddings memorial services 
(though few funerals), and my last baptism 
was three folk, a man and two children, by 
full immersion in a swimming pool-a great 
day! 

Then there is station visiting. We do en-
joy that! So far we have managed about 8, on 
the way to and from Marble Bar. This is a 
most rewarding ministry, especially when 
we get to meet folk we've known before, and 
children I baptised years ago, and can speak 
to them of Christ their saviour. 

"Back to the Bush" has been challenging 
but it has rewarded us much more. 
Bishop Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland 

Prayer notes Day 6. 



E xcept for places like Wilcannia, Cobar 
and Gippsland, no place in Australia 
has a connection with the Bush Church 

Aid Society which goes as far back as 
Ceduna's. From 1921 to 1969 no fewer than 
170 people (some with families) served with 
BCA at Ceduna/Penong in a variety of 
ministries. 

It is not surprising therefore that so many 
people in the Ceduna area now own an 
association of one kind or another with BCA. 
The commonest way this has come about is 
by a BCA nurse marrying a local. A number 
of children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren of BCA workers live in the 
area. It wasn't only the locals who benefited 
- at least one BCA missioner and one BCA 
pharmacist scored a bride from among the 
BCA nurses and a BCA pilot convinced a 
BCA pharmacist to tie the matrimonial knot 
with him! 

Apart from the church buildings the only 
structural evidence of BCA's presence is the 
old pharmacy and office buildings, now used 
by a large accountancy firm. 

Mrs Doris Chadwick with her daughter 
Gienys Kiau and grandson Graham 
Klau. Mrs Chadwick is the widow of 
Man Chadwick, BCA piiot 

Ceduna -
a BCA 
town 

(Left to right) Mary Grace Bingham, 
Meryi Burden and Vai Puckridge in front 

of the oid BCA building. 

Three ex BCA nurses are now working in 
the medical system at Ceduna, Mary-Grace 
Bingham at the hospital; Meryl Burden as a 
district nurse; and Val Puckridge (Gameau) 
with the Aboriginal health group. 

Between 1969 and 1993, theCedunaparish 
was self supporting. This was achieved 
through giving from parishioners, cropping 
projects and the income from a well run op 
shop. The death of two farmers key to the 
cropping income plus two failed seasons and 
low prices for all farm produce meant "letting 
the minister go" or finding help from outside 
parish. The Society responded to Willochra 
Bishop,DavidMcCall'srequestbyproviding 
assistance approaching half the stipend for 

Three generations of BCA descendants. 
Bob Skinner is flanked by daughter 

Christine and son Nathan, while 
daughter Elizabeth holds his grandson 

Brett. In 1929 Bob's mother, Sister Stella 
Brooks came from the West to nurse in 

the hospital at Ceduna and became wife 
to Ern Skinner. When Mrs Skinner died, 

Em married Mavis Bell who was a nurse 
with BCA from 1955-65. 

twelve months. This was extended to April 
1996 when the 1994-95 season proved to be 
as the previous two. 

Praise God, 1995-96 is shaping up to be a 
good one, with promise of reasonable crop 
yields and above usual grain prices. Pray that 
the people of Ceduna parish will be able to 
retain a resident pastor to lead, train and 
encourage them in the parish's mission to the 
district While they areproudandappreciative 

of their association with the Bush Church 
Aid Society, the members of Ceduna parish 
are looking forward to being able to cope 
without BCA's support in 1996. 

Rev. George Thomas 

A part of BCA ministry since the 1920's this small town on South 
Australia's west coast developed as an integral part of Australia's Flying 
Doctor's Service. 

In 1925 the first BCA hospital was opened in an old farmhouse on the 
outskirts of town. Later a second hospital was opened at Penong, a tiny 
farming centre 80km to the west and the last township before the Nullabor 
Plain. 

Next an aboriginal mission hospital at Kooniba, Murat Bay District 
hospital and the Bishop Kirkby Memorial hospital at Cook. Aircraft linked 
the work together in 1938. 

Margaret Cameron recently returned after 40 years to find many changes. 
Her old house was much the same however, apart from a new airconditioner, 

Margaret and her husband George served at Ceduna from 1953-1962, 
and it was George Cameron who set up the radio equipment linking 
outstations with the flying medical plane, the radio station and eventually 
fishing boats. 



COOK UPDATE 

The weather was a warm 43°C when I 
arrived at Cook. Two days later a cool 
change saw it plummet to 36°C. The 

Kennedys have settled in well, with Joyce 
shouldering the responsibility of the hospi-
tal on her own with assistance from trainee 
nurse Lucy Lehane from Sydney who is in 
her final year. 

Tony and Joyce have connected well in 
the local community. Tony working part-
time at the school and as a caretaker of the 
swimming pool. 

Joyce responds to medical requests but 
she also is an important contact point for 
help and assistance in the town. There is the 
Sunday evening meal at the hospital which 
is a gathering that builds community and 
understanding in Cook. Tony and Joyce are 
also on the town's social committee and are 
active in Jared and Erin's school activities. 

I had the opportunity with Lucy Lehane 
to speak to the children at the school about 
the dangers of smoking and drug-taking, 
and were afforded a warm welcome by the 
staff, one of whom (a smoker) told of her 
desire and difficulties in giving up the habit. 

I saw how important fellowship and faith 
is to their practical work . I led a service of 
Holy Communion at the hospital but only 
the Kennedy's and Lucy attended even 
though one or two others had said they might 
come. There was a warm time of sharing on 
a scriptural meditation from a book of "Aus-
tralian parables" by Lutheran pastor John 
Pfitzner. 

Returning to Adelaide, I took with me a 
much clearer concept of the ministry in this 
very remote small town. 

Owen Thomas SA State Secretary. 

SUPPORTERS' WEEKEND 25-27 OCTOBER 1996 
"RISKY LIVING" 

with Rev Ken Holt from Temworth 
Fellowship and hearing from field staff on what it means to live on the frontiers 

of faith. Meet the Bransgroves from Winton and the Rothwells from Coober Pedy. 
At beautiful Gilbulla, south of Sydney, time to refresh the body and encourage 

the heart. Families welcome as well as day visitors. 
Contact Sue and obtain your application form today. (02) 262 5017 

U(§^ • [^ringing our (Sountry zSJive 

YES 
Please support The Kennedy's & Lucy Lehane in Cook SA. 

LJ I'll pray. Please send me the Prayer Notes. 
LJ I'll be informed. Please send me the 'Real Australian'. 
LJ I'll give. Enclosed is my gift for: 

$_ $25 $50 $75 $100 $250 $500 $_ 
or please charge this amount to my -

LJ Bankcard LJ Mastercard L_J Visacard 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • : 
Signature: Expiry Date: 
Name: 
Address: „ 

Receipts issued upon request for gifts over $30.00. 
Please tick box if receipt is required. Q 

Please complete and return with your gift to: 
The Bush Church Aid Society (local State Office) or 

Level 7/37 York Street, Sydney 2000 


